
Awards Luncheon & VTLI Graduation

present

2024 Annual Conference & Bus Expo



Deanna Reed
VTA President

Mayor of Harrisonburg, Virginia



Thank you to our incredible Platinum Sponsors



Director Jen DeBruhl
Virginia Department of 

Rail and Public Transportation



Virginia Transit Leadership 

Institute Graduation



Jonathan Barnes
Charlottesville Area Transit (CAT)



William Bertolini
Blacksburg Transit



Dina Cunningham
Bay Transit



Richard Hankins
Partnership for Smarter Growth



Natalie Harris
Alexandria Transit Company (DASH)



Sonya Luther
Hampton Roads Transit



Matthew Rooney
Fredericksburg Regional Transit (FBXGO!)



Nick Ruiz
Virginia Railway Express (VRE)



Matthew Scalia
Williamsburg Area Transit (WATA)



Lisa Sink
Ride Source



Brittany Sumpter, JD
Northern Virginia Transportation Commission

(NVTC)



Devon Thompson
Central Shenandoah Planning 

District Commission (BRITE Bus)



Kyle Trissel
Virginia Department of Rail and

Public Transportation (DRPT)



Wendell Watts II
Greater Lynchburg Transit Company (GLTC)



Will Wright
Mountain Empire Older Citizens (MEOC)



Karen Finucan Clarkson
Public Affairs Administrator 

Virginia Railway Express



Outstanding Contribution 

by an Individual Award



Outstanding Contribution by an Individual Award –

Public Official

Mary Hynes
Commonwealth Transportation Board



The Helen Poore 

Transit Professional 

Distinguished Service Award



The Helen Poore 

Transit Professional Distinguished Service Award

Jennifer DeBruhl
VA Dept. of Rail and Public Transportation



The Helen Poore 

Transit Professional Distinguished Service Award

Ken Pollock
Bay Transit



The Helen Poore 

Transit Professional Distinguished Service Award

Harland Brown
Blacksburg Transit



The Helen Poore 

Transit Professional Distinguished Service Award

Charles Saunders
Valley Metro



Outstanding Community 

Program Award



Outstanding Community Program Award

Hampton Roads Transit
Multifaceted Community Engagement and Outreach Program



Outstanding Community Program Award – Honorable Mention

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
Metro Lift



Exceptional Safety Award



Exceptional Safety Award

OmniRide
Comprehensive Safety Plan



Outstanding Transit Marketing 

Awards



Outstanding Transit Marketing Award – Regional Collaboration

Northern Virginia Transportation Commission
Ride With Us



Outstanding Transit Marketing Award – Transit Agency

Arlington Regional Transit
Strategic Plan Public Feedback Campaign



Outstanding Transit Marketing Award – TDM

RideFinders
Be the CEO Campaign



Transit Employee Unsung Hero 

Award



Transit Employee Unsung Hero Award

Karen Davis
Williamsburg Area Transit (WATA)



Transit Employee Unsung Hero Award

Matthew Rooney
Fredericksburg Regional Transit (FBXGO!)



Transit Employee Unsung Hero Award

John O’Keeffe
RideFinders



Executive Director’s Special 

Recognition Certificates



Executive Director’s 

Special Recognition Certificates

Ed Bedola

Byren Lloyd

Bob Schneider

Dave Brown

John Coburn

Scott Swink



Thank you to our incredible Platinum Sponsors



Thank you to our sponsors for making our 2024 Annual Conference & Bus Expo possible.

Don’t forget to

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

2025 VTA Annual Conference & Expo

May 28-29, 2025

Richmond, Virginia
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