
What Transit Means  

 to Virginia  

Facts & Figures 
•Every $1 in government spending 

on transit returns $4 in economic 

benefit to the local community. 

(APTA ROI Calculus) 

•In 2017, 62% of Americans reported 

that nearby transit is an important 

factor in deciding where to live. 

•About 30% of Virginians between 

the ages of 18 and 24 who are 

eligible for a driver’s license choose 

not to have one. 

Virginia Transit Association  
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Transit in the Commonwealth 

Demographic shifts and changes in lifestyles have altered Virginians’ 

transportation needs. Transportation choices are essential if the 

Commonwealth is to remain economically competitive and provide its 

residents with access to healthcare, retail, recreation, employment and 

education. 

Not Your Grandmother’s Transit 

Long thought of as only bus travel, transit also includes commuter and 

light rail, ferry, streetcar, trolley and vanpool service. Fare boxes and 

coin tokens are becoming obsolete, replaced by electronic fare card 

payment systems. Already available are systems that will let 

passengers use a smartphone or government ID to pay their fare. Wi-

Fi and comfortable, ergonomic seats increase passenger comfort and 

buses that can be lowered to curb height make access easier. Even bus 

stops are getting a facelift. Well-lit stops often offer shelter from the 

elements and provide real-time arrival information. 

All Aboard 

Such enhancements are attracting riders from every socioeconomic 

background and profession. Transit in the Commonwealth truly is a 

mass market service. For some – particularly the elderly and disabled – 

transit is a necessity; for others – such as Millennials – it is a lifestyle 

choice.  It serves as a rural lifeline offering 1.6 million rides each year 

to those in remote locations. 

Moving Toward a More Seamless Ride 

Today, new mobility services including “microtransit” and shared cars, 

bikes and scooters are becoming important connectors to fixed-route 

transit in many communities. 
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Public Transportation… 

 Saves Money:  Individuals who 

ride transit instead of driving 

can save more than $10,000 

annually. 

 Saves Time and Reduces 

Congestion:  Every commuter 

rail car reduces 125 vehicles 

from our roads;  a single bus 

can eliminate 40 vehicles and 

vanpools remove 6,000 cars 

annually. 

 Provides Economic Opportunity:  

Public transportation is a $68 

billion industry; residential 

property values perform 42% 

better near high-frequency 



Virginia Transit Highlights 

 

State Revenue and Reform Measures 
 

Chapters 854 and 856 of the 2018 Virginia Acts of Assembly created a 

number of new reforms regarding statewide  DRPT public transporta-

tion grant programs.   
 

All revenues deposited into the Mass Transit Trust Fund (MTTF) must be allocated annually by the Commonwealth 

Transportation Board as follows: 
 

• 31% for statewide operating assistance grants 

• 12.5% awarded for statewide capital assistance grants 

• 53.5% for distribution to NVTC for WMATA capital purposes and operating assistance 

• Up to 3% of remaining funds awarded as special project grants subject to CTB approval. 
 

The General Assembly also enacted significant programmatic reform to the statewide operating and statewide capi-

tal assistance grant programs.  Beginning in Fiscal Year 2020, all statewide transit operating funding will be distrib-

uted based on performance factors. Additionally, all statewide capital assistance grants will be subject to a project-

based prioritization process competitive with other applications statewide and along project categories of for state 

of good repair/minor enhancement, with a separate SMART SCALE-like process for major expansion projects.  

•Williamsburg – The WATA trolley, just $3 for an all-day pass, connects to shopping and restaurants and serves the stu-

dents and faculty at The College of William and Mary.  WATA also assists in providing buses for Colonial Williamsburg in 

the historic area. 

•Norfolk –  Since 2011, the Tide light rail has transported more than 11.5 million passengers. Its 11 stations are strategi-

cally located near a major medical complex, the Central Business District , Harbor Park Baseball Stadium, and  Norfolk 

State University. 

•Lynchburg – GLTC completely revamped their routes to focus on consumer priorities of more direct and frequent ser-

vice and extended weekend hours without increasing operational costs. 

•Prince William, Spotsylvania and Stafford Counties – Virginia Railway Express (VRE), a commuter rail service that ter-

minates at Union Station in Washington, D.C. plans $400 million in improvements to stations, parking, rolling stock and 

tracks to serve additional passengers on its Fredericksburg and Manassas lines. VRE’s mobile app lets riders purchase 

and present tickets via a smartphone. 

•Richmond – The Pulse, Richmond’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line, that opened in 2018, runs 7.6 miles along Broad Street 

from Willow Lawn to Rocketts Landing. Since its launch, ridership has increased 17%, carrying more than 7,000 riders 

every weekday and fueling economic activity in the corridor which has 33,000 residents and 77,000 jobs within a half-

mile of the 14 Pulse stations. 

•Charlottesville – The city’s FREE trolley connects downtown and the University of Virginia, with stops at the Greyhound 

and Amtrak stations and UVA Health System.  Its 11 other bus routes provide access to shopping, entertainment, educa-

tion and recreation facilities. 

•Blacksburg – BT is predicting a 15% ridership increase this year perhaps in part due to a recent rebrand and moderni-

zation of their bus graphics.  Electric buses will be coming soon! 

•Northern Virginia – Eight transit systems serve the region, providing bus, bus rapid transit and rail service. The pres-

ence of Metrorail and VRE allows the region to contribute more than $600 million in sales and income taxes each year to 

the Commonwealth’s General Fund. Each day, commuters take more than a half million trips via transit.  

Extension of the I-95 Express Lanes southward, construction in the I-66 corridor of 22.5 miles of new Express Lanes and 

4,000+ new commuter parking spaces will bring new opportunities for transit. 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0854
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0856

