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Considering Transportation in 
Your Housing Decisions

LINK Houston advocates for a robust and equitable trans-

portation network so that all people can reach opportunity.

(713) 353-4604                              www.LINKHouston.org
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r tran
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p
o
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o
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p
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ve
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u
r q

u
ality 

o
f life

 – p
o
te

n
tially 

re
d
u
cin

g
 h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 

tim
e
 an

d
 m

o
n
e
y yo

u
 

w
ill sp

e
n
d
 g

o
in

g
 

p
lace

s yo
u
 n

e
e
d
 to

 

g
o
 in

 th
e
 fu

tu
re

.

T
h

is w
orkbook

 w
ill h

elp you
 con

sider tran
spor-

tation
 n

eeds an
d goals w

h
en

 decidin
g w

h
ere to 

live. It provides a fou
r-step process to u

n
der-

stan
d tran

sportation
 expen

ses, identify goals, 

an
d ask

 qu
estion

s as you
 select you

r n
ext h

om
e.

T
h

ere are n
o right or w

ron
g an

sw
ers.

Y
ou

 n
eed qu

ality h
ou

sin
g you

 can
 afford. Y

ou
 m

ay also n
eed 

access to sch
ools, jobs, h

ealth
care, groceries, a park, an

d 

fam
ily an

d frien
ds. H

avin
g qu

ality affordable h
ou

sin
g n

ear 

everyth
in

g you
 n

eed is ideal. T
h

e reality, h
ow

ever, is th
at 

you
 w

ill likely n
ot live n

ear everyth
in

g you
 w

ill n
eed, so 

qu
ality affordable tran

sportation
 is im

portant.

C
on

siderin
g public tran

sit, carpoolin
g, vanpoolin

g, w
alk

in
g 

or bik
in

g as you
 decide w

h
ere to live is im

portant to stayin
g 

w
ith

in
 you

r bu
dget. W

h
ere you

 live is also im
portant to 

you
r fam

ily gettin
g to places th

ey n
eed to go n

ow
 an

d in
 th

e 

fu
tu

re.
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. U
n
d
e
rstan

d
 Yo

u
r C

u
rre

n
t Tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
 E

xp
e
n
se

s
T

h
e less you

r h
ou

seh
old spen

ds on
 tran

sportation
 th

e m
ore m

on
ey you

 h
ave available to spen

d on
 

h
ou

sin
g, food, h

ealth
care, an

d oth
er expen

ses. T
h

e ideal bu
dget spen

ds less th
an

 15%
 of h

ou
seh

old 

in
com

e on
 tran

sportation
. Step 1 w

ill h
elp you

 u
n

derstan
d h

ow
 m

u
ch

 you
 cu

rrently spen
d on

 tran
s-

portation
 for all m

em
bers of you

r h
ou

seh
old.

F
ill out th

e form
 below

 to un
derstan

d h
ow

 m
uch

 you sp
en

d on
 tran

sp
ortation

 in
 a year (12 

m
onth

s).
Skip parts of the form

 that do not apply to your household. D
o not include reim

bursed expenses.

Ve
h
icle

 Tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
 E

xp
e
n
se

s 
(N

ote: Include any non-recreation vehicle, such as cars, trucks, m
otorcycles, bicycles 

and electric scooters)

To
tal A

n
n
u
al Tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
 E

xp
e
n
se

s
To

tal A
n
n
u
al H

o
u
se

h
o
ld

 In
co

m
e
 

       P
e
rce

n
t o

f In
co

m
e
 S

p
e
n
t o

n
 Tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
                       

 (transportation expenses ÷ household incom
e                                     

                      

$
________

$
________

_______%

Vehicle 1
N

icknam
e:

$_______

________

$_______

________

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

$_______
$_______

________
Vehicle 2

Vehicle 3
Annual 
Total $

S
te

p
 2

. C
o
n
sid

e
r th

e
 F

u
tu

re
 an

d
 D

e
te

rm
in

e
 Yo

u
r G

o
als

Take a few
 m

inutes to think about your broad goals and the future.

W
hen you m

ove, how
 do you w

ant life to be better in your new
 hom

e?

W
hat are the im

portant 
places you go in a 
w

eek?

H
ow

 do you, and your 
fam

ily m
em

bers, currently 
get to this place? W

hat 
does it cost in term

s of 
m

ileage or tim
e?

If different, how
 w

ould 
you prefer to get to this 
place? W

hy?

O
ne-tim

e purchase
Su

ch
 as a bike, scooter, or cash

 paym
ent for car; calcu

lated as total cost ÷ years of expected u
se

Vehicle paym
ent 

M
onth

ly paym
ent × 12

G
as / diesel / electricity

T
ypical m

onth
ly cost × 12

M
aintenance / tires / repair

T
ypical an

nu
al costs O

R
 estim

ate for cars/tru
cks u

sin
g an

nu
al m

iles driven
 × $0.0894 per m

ile

Vehicle insurance
(total an

nu
al cost)

Vehicle registration / inspection
($94.50 per veh

icle an
nu

ally, based on
 $69 registration

 + $25.50 in
spection

 in
 H

arris C
ou

nty)

Tolls / parking
(typical m

onth
ly cost × 12)

O
th

e
r Tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
 E

xp
e
n
se

s

Transit fares (aka bus / rail / park-and-ride) 
T

ypical m
onth

ly cost × 12 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Bikeshare (aka Bcycle) 
T

ypical m
onth

ly cost × 12

Taxi / R
idesharing (aka Yellow

cab / U
ber / Lyft) 

T
ypical m

onth
ly cost × 12

$_______

$_______

$_______
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hink about your expenses and your budget goal for 
transportation. W

here you decide to live has a lot to do w
ith 

w
hat transportation options you w

ill have and how
 m

uch 
you w

ill spend getting around.

How
 com

fortable are you w
ith how

 m
uch you are currently 

spending on transportation?

How
 m

uch do you w
ant to be spending on transportation?

O
kay. N

ow
 it’s tim

e to list how
 you w

ant to include trans-
portation in your housing decision. L

ook at your answ
ers 

so far and answ
er the follow

ing questions.

W
hat transportation options do you w

ant near your new
 

housing and how
 close (i.e., how

 m
any m

inutes aw
ay)?

C
onsider if your new

 location enables you to affordably 
reach certain people and places. M

ake a list so you do not 

forget to think about how
 you w

ill get there.

W
hat specific people or places do you w

ant to be able to get 
to after you m

ove?

Tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
 

M
o
rtg

ag
e
?

People buying a hom
e 

of any type usually get a 
loan to pay for the prop-
erty over 20 to 30 years 
– a m

ortgage. B
uying a 

hom
e gives you a place 

to live and the m
oney 

you pay is a form
 of 

savings (aka equity) that 
usually grow

s in value.

H
ave you considered 

how
 m

uch you w
ill 

spend on transportation 
expenses over the next 
20 to 30 years as a trans-
portation m

ortgage?

You m
ight w

ant to. 
U

nlike a housing m
ort-

gage, m
oney spent on 

transportation is not an 
investm

ent and does not 
grow

 in value over tim
e 

– cars lose value and 
w

ear out. If you choose 
housing in a better loca-
tion for the places you 
need to go A

N
D

 that 
has affordable trans-
portation options you 
could rely on, you m

ight 
find significant savings. 
M

oney you do not 
spend on transportation 
is m

oney you can save 
or use on other needs.

Alm
ost Finished!

You have com
pleted 

Steps 1 and 2.
 G

ive yourself a  
w

ell-deserved pat 
on the back…

 
then continue 
to Step 3.

F
o
r yo

u
r in

fo
rm

atio
n
…

u
se

 o
n
lin

e
 to

o
ls to

 
e
xp

lo
re

 trave
l o

p
tio

n
s, 

tim
e
, an

d
 m

ile
s:

G
o to G

oogle M
aps, put in a 

location you are considering 
and a likely destination (aka 
plan a trip), then explore 
the travel options, such as 
driving, ridesharing, transit, 
w

alk, or bike. Som
e loca-

tions have m
any options and 

others have few
. You m

ight 
also w

ant to try using the 
“set depart or arrive tim

e” 
feature to see w

hat your 
options w

ould likely be on a 
different day or tim

e.
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Tran
sp

o
rtatio
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 G

o
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T
his section helps you to put your transportation goals into action. Take a few

 m
inutes 

to skim
 the goals and questions. Find a few

 questions that apply to your situation and 
use them

 to help you decide about housing. T
here are three groups of potential questions 

for you to use:

 
A. 

Transportation Q
uestions for Everyone

 
B. 

Additional Q
uestions for People in a M

ulti-Fam
ily Property

 
C. 

Additional Q
uestions for People Needing Accessibility

A
. Tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
 Q

u
e
stio

n
s fo

r E
ve

ryo
n
e

C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

A
ffordable housing near opportunities so you do not need to travel far for 

all needs, freeing up tim
e and m

oney.

 
Is the hom

e near enough of the follow
ing im

portant places?
 

o  Elem
entary school

 
o  M

iddle school
 

o  High school
 

o  Park or greenspace
 

o  Childcare or daycare
 

o  Fresh food grocery

 
o  Pharm

acy
 

o  Healthcare
 

o  Com
m

unity center
 

o  Library
 

o  Fire station
 

o  Other: _________________
 

Is the W
alkscore.com

 result for the hom
e high?

W
alkscore.com

 provides a w
alk

 ratin
g based on

 th
e variety of bu

sin
esses 

n
earby an

d can
 provide a score for tran

sit an
d bike qu

ality. Search
 th

e 

intern
et for “w

alkscore” to learn
 m

ore.

C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

F
reedom

 of m
ovem

ent by w
alking, biking or riding transit (bus or rail) to 

reduce the need to ow
n a car in order to live a full life.

 
Is the transit stop w

ithin a 5-m
inute w

alk and have sidew
alks you can use?

 
Does the transit stop have a shelter or bench?

 
Is the transit route you w

ill use frequent enough on the days and at  
 

   the hours you w
ill ride? (Tip: rem

em
ber to check schedules for evenings,  

 
   w

eekends, and holidays)
Y

ou
 can

 see h
ow

 frequ
ent a M

E
T

R
O

 bu
s rou

te or rail lin
e is by search

in
g 

on
lin

e for “H
ou

ston
 M

E
T

R
O

 sch
edu

les”. T
ypically, service is m

ost fre-

qu
ent on

 w
eekdays an

d less so on
 Satu

rdays an
d Su

n
days.

 
Is the hom

e near any of these other transportation resources you w
ill use?

 
o  Transit center, park-and-ride

 
o  Bikeway (on-street)

 
o  Hike & bike trail

 
o  Public bike service station

 
o  Bcycle bikeshare station

 
o  Carshare (i.e., Zipcar, Enterprise CarShare)
Search

 th
e intern

et for “B
cycle” to fi

n
d ou

t abou
t bikesh

are, for “H
ou

ston
 

carsh
are” to learn

 m
ore abou

t h
ou

rly carsh
arin

g in
 H

ou
ston

, an
d “B

ike-

H
ou

ston
 resou

rces” for m
aps of bike trails in

 th
e area.

C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

T
ransportation options that prom

ote healthy, active living in a neighbor-
hood that is safer for w

alking or biking.

 
Is there a park nearby that has program

s for children or adults?
 

Are there streetlights?
 

Is the area nearby free of stray dogs?
 

Are the crossw
alks you w

ill use clearly m
arked, have streetlights,  

 
  and do pedestrian signals w

ork (if available)?
 

Is street drainage able to prevent standing w
ater/m

ud at crossw
alks and  

 
  adequate to prevent splashing by cars?

B
. A

d
d
itio

n
al Q

u
e
stio

n
s fo

r P
e
o
p
le

 in
 a M

u
lti-F

am
ily P

ro
p
e
rty

C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

W
alk or bike access that is convenient and logical.

 
Do w

alk/bike access points to the property provide shortest-distance  
 

  access to public sidew
alks and the nearest transit stop?

 
Can you both enter and exit at the w

alk/bike access points to the property?
 

Is there a bike rack and/or storage space for residents?

W
atch

 ou
t for car dealers u

sin
g predatory au

to 

fi
n

an
ce loan

s an
d practices. Search

 on
lin

e for 

“P
redatory A

u
to F

in
an

ce L
oan

s” to learn
 m

ore – 

th
e C

enter for R
espon

sible L
en

din
g is on

e good 

sou
rce.

For your inform
ation…

bew
are predatory 

lending for cars and 
trucks:
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C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

W
alk or bike access that is convenient and logical.

 
Do w

alk/bike access points to the property provide shortest-distance access to  
 

  public sidew
alks and the nearest transit stop?

 
Can you both enter and exit at the w

alk/bike access points to the property?
 

Is there a bike rack and/or storage space for residents?

C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

H
ousing that provides budget-friendly transportation incentives.

 
As a resident, w

ill the property offer you…
 

     o  A transit incentive, such as a M
ETRO Q-card with a starting value  

 
 

or reload value each m
onth?

 
     o  A bikeshare incentive, such as a BCycle m

em
bership or bikes to sign out?

 
     o  A carshare incentive, such as hourly or daily carshare that is available  

 
 

nearby?
 

     o  A lower paym
ent if you do not need a parking space?

C
. A

d
d
itio

n
al Q

u
e
stio

n
s fo

r P
e
o
p
le

 N
e
e
d
in

g
 A

cce
ssib

ility

C
on

sider th
ese question

s if your goal is…

A
ccess to opportunities near and far, regardless of ability.

 
Are the sidew

alks and crossw
alks you w

ould use accessible for you?
 

Does the nearest transit stop have a concrete pad for getting on and off?
 

Does the nearest transit stop have audible or visual real-tim
e inform

ation?
 

Is there an accessible M
ETRO

Lift, ridesharing or taxi pick-up/drop-off point?
 

Is the m
ain entrance to the building also the best entrance for a  

 
  person that needs an accessible entrance?

S
te

p
 4

. C
o
m

p
are

 L
o
catio

n
s

T
his final step is to help you com

pare a few
 hom

e locations. R
em

em
ber, there are no 

right or w
rong answ

ers. R
ather, w

e hope this w
orkbook has helped you and your fam

ily 
to consider your transportation needs, goals, and options. Finding housing in a location 
that also m

eets your transportation goals w
ill im

prove your quality of life.

Location #1

_________________

(Step 1)
How

 w
ill the 

location im
pact 

your transportation 
expenses?

(Step 2)
How

 w
ill the 

location help you 
reach your goals?

(Step 3)
How

 do your top 
questions relate to 
the location?

Location #2

_________________

Location #3

_________________

F
o
r yo

u
r in

fo
rm

atio
n
…

paratransit 
exists for people w

ho need it: M
any people 

w
ith a disability use M

E
T

R
O

’s fixed route 
services, such as local bus or light rail, som

e 
people use M

E
T

R
O

Lift, and som
e people use 

both. M
E

T
R

O
Lift is a paratransit service for 

persons w
ith disabilities w

ho cannot board, 
ride or disem

bark from
 a fixed-route bus or 

train, even if that bus is equipped w
ith 

a w
heelchair lift or ram

p. M
E

T
R

O
Lift 

provides service using w
heelchair lift 

vans and ram
p-equipped m

inivans that 
accom

m
odate persons using w

heelchairs 
and scooters.L

earn m
ore by searching 

online for “H
ouston M

E
T

R
O

Lift”.
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LINK Houston
LINK Houston is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization that advocates for a robust and equita-

ble transportation network so that all people can reach opportunity. We envision a world in 

which all people in Houston can easily access not only jobs, but also educational experiences, 

medical appointments, grocery stores, greenspace, and other important destinations, regard-

less of their mode of transportation. To make that vision a reality, we support transformative 

and inclusive policies, systems, initiatives, and infrastructure development that connect peo-

ple to opportunity by transit, walking, and biking. We move ideas into action through com-

munity engagement, research, and shaping public policy .

Please direct any questions to LINK Houston by visiting www.linkhouston.org or emailing 

info@linkhouston.org.


