
Virginia’s  
Public Transportation Network 

Moving Virginians & our Economy 
 Over 40 public transportation 

agencies from across the 
Commonwealth handle more than 
412,000 passenger trips every 
single day. Whether by bus, 
vanpool, rail, or boat, hundreds of thousands of Virginians rely on 
public transportation to get to work, school, or just to run errands.   
 

The Commonwealth maintains the 12th most utilized public 
transportation network in the nation and three of the top 75 
largest transit networks in the United States.  
 

The state also partners with Maryland and Washington, DC to 
operate the 3rd largest public transportation system in the country. 
Hampton Roads Transit operates the 37th largest bus transit 
system and the 32nd largest Light Rail system in the US, and 
Virginia Railway Express operates the 10th largest commuter rail 
system in the US.  
 

Virginia’s public transportation systems are also getting noticed. 
The Institute for Transportation & Development Policy recently 
awarded Greater Richmond Transit Company their Bronze award 
for the Pulse BRT system which they stated the Pulse “becomes 7th 
world-class bus rapid transit corridor in U.S.” The American Public 
Transportation Association presented Blacksburg Transit with their 
2019 Outstanding Transit System award for North America.  
 

Public transportation will have an even greater role to play in the 
future as nearly one of out of every five Virginians between the 
ages of 16 and 35 don’t have a driver’s license. In order to retain 
the workforce necessary to continue to build a diverse 21st Century 
economy, we have to continue to invest and expand our public 
transportation network.  



   

Data compiled and collected by VTA. 
For more information: 

 6.1 million 
Virginians 

 2.4 million 
Jobs 

70 percent 
Colleges & Universities 

   

24,000+ 
Jobs created/sustained  

each year 

$2.4 billion 
Economic benefits  
generated annually 

$54,400+ 
Median salary for a  

transit rider 

   

155,000+ 
Metric tons of CO2  

emissions not released  

17 million 
Gallons of fuel  

not burned 

1.03 billion 
Passenger miles  

off our roads 

/vatransitassoc /VATRANSITASSOC Danny@lmg-llc.net 
VaTransit.com 

     

4.7 million 
Commuter Rail  

passengers 

90.3 million 
Bus 

passengers 

4.5 million 
Para &Vanpool 

passengers 

50.9 million 
Metro & Tide Rail 

passengers 

300 thousand 
Ferry 

passengers 

Transit Connects Virginia 

Transit Means Business 

Transit Improves the Environment 

Transit moves Virginia 


