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Summer Transit Dialogues Coming to a City Near You  

“Transit in Virginia:  Successes, Challenges, and the 
Future” 

 

VTA is partnering with the Virginia Conservation Network and the Energy 

Foundation to host lunchtime regional transit dialogue sessions during the 
next few weeks.  The purpose is to bring local elected officials, business 
leaders, and other community leaders together to focus on transit needs and 

benefits.  Our partners in the energy and environmental community are very 
interested in clean fuel vehicles but they are also recognizing the importance of 
a vital public transportation mode that gets single-occupancy cars off our roads 

thereby reducing GHG emissions and resulting in cleaner air. 
 

The link to the flyer for these dialogue sessions is here.  Be a part of the 
conversation!  Please plan to attend and bring some of your Board members if 
possible.  If you rsvp, they will even provide a free lunch! 

 
 

https://vatransit.starchapter.com/images/downloads/updated_transit_sessions_invite_6_21_19.pdf


 
 

Joint VTA/CTAV Retreat – July 22-23 in Charlottesville 

VTA Board members recently received an email invitation from President 

Diantha McKeel asking them to consider applying to participate in a joint 
retreat with their counterparts in CTAV, the Community Transportation 
Association of Virginia.  This will be a professionally facilitated joint planning 

retreat to explore how both organizations best serve their memberships and 
how to collaborate effectively as the landscape of transportation changes. 

 
Spaces are limited.  Any Board member who is interested in participating is 
asked to submit a brief statement of interest with their contact information to 

Diantha (dmckeel@albemarle.org) by COB on Monday, June 24.  Applicants 
will be notified regarding participation by July 1.  (Participants will be asked to 
cover their own travel and lodging expenses.) 
 

 

VTA FY20 Membership Year Begins July 1 

VTA is sending membership renewal reminders to all categories of members at 
this time:  Transit Systems, TDM, Associate (individual and nonprofit), and 

Business.  We have added a new discounted business category this year for 
small businesses with 3 or fewer employees.  All other dues remain the same 
as last year with no increases.  Dues can be renewed online when a member 

logs in or a mailed check is always welcome.  If you have any questions or need 
assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact our office at (804) 643-1166. 

 
As your professional association and voice for transit advocacy in Virginia, your 
participation is needed and very much valued!  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dmckeel@albemarle.org


All Seats are Up!  Virginia House and Senate Elections 
Coming Nov. 5 

 

 

Yes, Virginia.  There’s another election this fall!  (Click here for candidate 
charts.) Dozens of new candidates from all corners of Virginia as well as 

incumbents from both chambers of the General Assembly are readying 
themselves for competitive races this year.  Many of these candidates know 

very little about the importance of transit in their district so VTA is gearing up 
to offer briefing sessions.   
 

We will soon be sending fact sheets and invitations to all candidates who are 
running for open seats.  If we receive a reply from a candidate who requests a 
briefing, we will organize a team to meet with that candidate.  If that district is 

in your area, we hope you will agree to join the team when we contact you!  It 
would be great to have some other community and business leaders also join 

the team to emphasize the importance of transit.  What better way to get 
acquainted with new legislators than to be among the first to talk with them 
about policies that matter!  Whether it’s access to education, housing, 

workforce development, jobs, medical services, or recreation, transit connects it 
all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vpap.org/elections/house/candidates/general/


 
A Wrap for 2019 Annual Conference and Expo! 

 

 

Over 275 attendees and exhibitors came together on May 29-30 to learn, to 
meet and greet colleagues, to enjoy the Portsmouth waterfront, and to be 

inspired by new possibilities.  We thank all our participants for joining with us 
to make our annual conference a success!  Without our program presenters, 

our sponsors and exhibitors, and all our participants, there would be no 
conference!  A special thank you goes to DRPT for partnering with us on the 
conference and to Hampton Roads Transit for hosting us and providing the 

evening shuttle. 
 
We know that you will want to have another opportunity to view the slide 

presentations and professional photos so we have posted them here.  We even 
have a video of Nat Ford, our keynote speaker, posted.   

 
Be sure to check out the photos from the Children’s Museum where fun is not 
just for kids! 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the 2020 conference and bus expo which 
will be May 27-28 in Roanoke! 
 

Have a happy and safe summer on the roads and rails! 
 

https://vatransit.com/Conference_Presentations

